DATED
------------
Confidentiality agreement 
between
Party 1: [    ]
and



Party 2: The Northern Ireland Assembly Commissioner for Standards 




This agreement is dated [DATE]
Parties
[NAME] (Party 1) 
[THE NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBLY COMMISSIONER FOR STANDARDS] (Party 2) 
Agreed terms
[bookmark: _Toc256000000][bookmark: a80007]Interpretation
[bookmark: a1019143]Definitions:
Complaint means a complaint raised under the Unacceptable Behaviours Policy [as approved by the Assembly / Commission on XX ]
[bookmark: a212684]Confidential Information: has the meaning given in clause 2. 
Data Protection Legislation: all applicable data protection and privacy legislation in force from time to time in Northern Ireland including the UK GDPR; the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA 2018) (and regulations made thereunder); the Privacy and Electronic Communications Regulations 2003 (SI 2003/2426) as amended] [and all other legislation and regulatory requirements in force from time to time which apply to a party relating to the use of personal data. 
[bookmark: a107474]A reference to legislation or a legislative provision is a reference to it as amended, extended or re-enacted from time to time. A reference to legislation or a legislative provision includes all subordinate legislation made from time to time under that legislation or legislative provision.
[bookmark: a618089]Any words following the terms including, include, in particular, for example or any similar expression shall be construed as illustrative and shall not limit the sense of the words preceding those terms.
[bookmark: a829985]Any obligation on a party not to do something includes an obligation not to allow that thing to be done.
[bookmark: _Toc256000001][bookmark: a397587]Confidential Information
[bookmark: a789254]Confidential Information means all information relating to a complaint including, but not limited to,
[bookmark: a581630]the fact that a complaint has been made;
[bookmark: a516088]the existence and terms of this agreement;
[bookmark: a105857]all information relating to a complaint:
[bookmark: a714058]any information, findings, data or analysis derived from a complaint ; 
[bookmark: _Toc256000002][bookmark: a785029]Confidentiality obligations
[bookmark: a998875][bookmark: a540626]Both parties undertake to keep the Confidential Information confidential until the complaint process has concluded;
Party 2 undertakes to use the Confidential Information only for the purposes of dealing with a complaint under the Unacceptable Behaviours Policy. This includes consideration of the complaint by the Committee for Standards [and Privileges] as provided for in the Unacceptable Behaviours Policy;
Party 2 shall establish and maintain adequate security measures to safeguard the Confidential Information from unauthorised access or use. 
[bookmark: _Toc256000004][bookmark: a272658]Data Protection
[bookmark: a110121]Party 2 shall comply with all the obligations imposed under Data Protection Legislation in relation to information held for the purposes of considering a complaint.
[bookmark: _Toc256000005][bookmark: a919770]Mandatory disclosure
[bookmark: a207481]Subject to the provisions of this agreement, either party may disclose Confidential Information to the minimum extent required by:
[bookmark: a588119]an order of any court of competent jurisdiction or any regulatory, judicial, governmental or similar body or any taxation authority of competent jurisdiction;
[bookmark: a656011]the laws or regulations of any country to which its affairs are subject; or
in compliance with the Unacceptable Behaviours Policy.
[bookmark: _Toc256000006][bookmark: a516279]Retention of Confidential Information
Information held for the purposes of dealing with a complaint with be held in accordance with the Retention and Disposal Policy of the Assembly Commission. 
[bookmark: _Toc256000011][bookmark: a312109]Duration of confidentiality obligations
[bookmark: a371790]Each party's obligations under this agreement shall continue in full force and effect from the date of this agreement until the complaint process under the Unacceptable Behaviours Policy has concluded. Conclusion of the complaint process refers to the point at which the complaint is deemed inadmissible or the publication of the report by the Committee for Standards [and Privileges] following the conclusion of the investigation and adjudication process.  
[bookmark: _Toc256000014][bookmark: a829753]Entire agreement
[bookmark: a96787]This agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties.
[bookmark: _Toc256000020][bookmark: a415007]Governing law
[bookmark: a800158]This agreement and any dispute or claim (including non-contractual disputes or claims) arising out of or in connection with it or its subject matter or formation shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the law of Northern Ireland .
[bookmark: _Toc256000021][bookmark: a852941]Jurisdiction
[bookmark: a774170]Each party irrevocably agrees that the courts of Northern Ireland  shall have exclusive jurisdiction to settle any dispute or claim (including non-contractual disputes or claims) arising out of or in connection with this agreement or its subject matter or formation.
This agreement has been entered into on the date stated at the beginning of it.

	Signed by [     ]
	
	....................
[NAME] 
Party 1

	Signed by [          ] for and on behalf of [the Northern Ireland Assembly Commissioner for Standards]
	
	....................
[NAME] 
Party 2 
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